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ADVENT
BEHOLD THE GLORY

It will be said on that day,
“Behold, this is our God; we have waited for him, that
He might save us.
This is the LORD; we have waited for him;
Let us be glad and rejoice in His salvation.”
Isaiah 25:9
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A NOTE FROM PASTOR JOHN POND:
If you ask the people who are closest to me they will tell you that
Christmas is my favorite time of year, in fact December is on my
mind starting in late July. One of the things I love about my
neighborhood is that my neighbors have Christmas on their minds
in early November, in fact one of me neighbors has a giant
Christmas tree all lit up in the window that they put up the first
week of November. At night our street is pretty dark but I can
always count on the Christmas tree across the street in the window
to provide our street with a little light.
You maybe thinking about how strange this Christmas will be, whether
globally or personally this year has been dark for many. However, it is
the light of Christ that really does provide hope, love, joy, and peace.
My encouragement to you this Christmas season is that you open your
eyes a little wider to the light of Christ, which is why we have this
devotional. It will take a little more effort this year for us to remind
ourselves of the beauty and majesty that is Christ. My hope is that you
have a serious joy in diving into this devotional and that every day of
the Christmas season is living in the light of Christ. God is with us and
we are living in His presence.
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WHAT IS ADVENT?
The word “Advent” means coming or arrival. The purpose of the
advent season is to remind us of Jesus’ first coming and cause us to
look forward to his return. Advent should draw us into awe at the
thought of his sacrifice and excitement at the thought of his return.
Most of all, it should cause us to turn our hearts toward the One who
created us and graciously sent Christ to save us. This is what Advent is
all about: remembering the miracle of Jesus’ first coming and
anticipating his second coming. Both actions present us with an
opportunity to behold the glory of God and give back to Him the
worship He deserves.
Our prayer for you is that you would take the time to behold the glory
of God. This is the God who loves you so much that He sent His son Jesus - to be born in a dirty stable, live a life marked with suffering, and
die the death we deserved, all so that we might have a relationship with
him. Many people had the privilege of beholding the glory of God as a
human while Jesus was on earth. We may not have this privilege, but
we can still behold the glory as we look back at Christ’s life and look
forward to his return. God’s glory, revealed in Christ, is a wondrous and
beautiful thing to behold. Advent gives us an opportunity to delight in
His glory and rejoice that his glory has been revealed to us though
scripture.
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HOW TO USE THIS DEVOTIONAL
This advent devotional is meant to be a blessing to you and your family
this Christmas season. This is not meant to be something to add to your
to-do list, or something you complete out of obligation. Following the
traditional Advent structure, there are four weeks of material beginning
Sunday, November 29th and ending on Christmas day. Each Sunday,
there will be a video devotion from one of the staff members at Jackson
Way available on our YouTube channel. We hope you will also be able
to join us for our Sunday morning worship service either in-person or
online as Pastor John leads our church family through the Advent
season. During the week, there are 4 days of devotion material that you
can go through on whatever days works best for you and your family;
we recommend Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday.
This guide is structured around the concept of the nativity, so each
week’s activities include adding items to a nativity scene. While this
activity is geared toward kids and families with kids, we invite
everyone to join in on the fun. By the end of Advent, you should have a
completed nativity scene. The fun part is that you get to decide how
you are building your nativity! You can build it with legos, use a ginger
bread kit and candy, make it out of objects you find around your house,
or just add in the pieces of a nativity you already own as we go through
each part.
One final note: This devotional is meant to be used in a way that grows
your walk with God and leads you into a deeper understanding of His
glory. We want you to feel free to use this guide however it will best
benefit you and your family. Use what works for you and leave the rest
and if you miss a day, it is okay if you do not catch up.

6

THE ADVENT CANDLES
Advent begins four Sundays prior to Christmas and runs through
Christmas Day. On each Sunday of Advent a candle is lit that
symbolizes a different aspect of the Christmas story. Each and every
candle is meant to remind us of Jesus, the Light of the World, who
came into the world to overcome the darkness of sin, death, and Satan’s
rule.
Lighting the Advent candles has been done for many years and in many
different ways. Some churches have different colored candles and those
colors represent different things. This is often done with a wreath that
has the four colored candles around it and the white candle in the
middle. You will see in each Sunday’s devotion video an example of
the lit candles. We encourage you to join us in this beautiful tradition
that serves as a reminder that Jesus Christ has come to be the light of
the world (John 8:12).
This year’s Advent celebration schedule breaks down as follows:
• Sunday, November 29 – Light the 1st purple or blue candle. This is
the Hope candle.
• Sunday, December 6 – Light the previous candle and the 2nd
purple or blue candle. This is the Peace candle.
• Sunday, December 13 – Light the previous candles and then light
the pink candle. This is the Joy candle.
• Sunday, December 20 – Light the previous candles and the last
purple or blue candle. This is the Love Candle.
• Friday, December 25th – Light the previous candles and then light
the white candle. This is the Christ candle.
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WEEK 1: HOPE
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MONDAY, NOVEMBER 30
READ
Read Luke 2:1-7
REFLECT
We might think that meeting Jesus for the first time would be a big
deal, with trumpets and a big celebration. Everyone would be
wearing their nicest clothes and it would be very impressive. But
that is not at all what actually happened. It was God’s plan that
Jesus would be born in Bethlehem, the smallest of the clans of
Judah. It was God’s plan for Jesus to be born during a census, when
Mary and Joseph were not with their family. It was God’s plan for
the inn to be so full that Mary and Joseph could not get a room. It
was God’s plan for Jesus to be born in a dirty stable. If that seems
like a crazy plan to you, you are not alone! It does not seem right
for the Son of God to come into the world in a dirty stable, but God
had a plan that we never could have imagined. No small detail is
outside of God’s plan, and every part of Jesus’s story is important to
the greater story of redemption.
PRAYER PROMPTS
Thank God for the hope we can have because of Jesus. Ask Him to
prepare your heart for the Advent season.
ACTIVITY
Build a stable and manger - Using materials from around your
house, such as legos, popsicle sticks, paper, or even a ginger bread
kit, make a stable and a manger. Set your scene somewhere you can
return to it throughout the advent season. As the month goes on, you
will build onto the scene and eventually have a full nativity!
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TUESDAY, DECEMBER 1
READ
Read 2 Samuel 7:12-13 and Micah 5:2
REFLECT
To Mary and Joseph, it must have seemed completely backwards
that God’s chosen Savior, His own Son, would be born in
Bethlehem. Bethlehem was a small town. It did not have
impressive buildings. It was not where kings were supposed to be
born. But God’s plan does not always make sense to us. In God’s
upside-down economy, he chooses the poor, lowly, and humble to
accomplish His plan. Bethlehem was especially important for Jesus’
story. Bethlehem was where King David was from, and it was
promised that Jesus would be from David’s family. It was also the
town from where the prophet Micah had promised that Israel’s
savior would come. So, even though Bethlehem was not the most
glamorous or royal town, it was exactly where God had planned for
Jesus to be born. It was the perfect place for God’s glory to be
revealed to the world.
Is there a limit to who or what God can use to fulfill His plan? For
further study, consider the story of Joseph in Genesis 37-45.

PRAY
Thank God for choosing to use humble people as part of His
redemption story. Pray for God to use you to share that story of
redemption with someone this week.
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THURSDAY, DECEMBER 3
READ
Matthew 2:1-2, 9
REFLECT
“For we saw his star when it rose…”
Just imagine the most brilliant star you have ever seen in the
night sky. This star was even brighter. Not only was it unbelievably
bright and incredibly spectacular, but it moved as the Wise Men
travelled! A shooting star flashes across the sky with incredible
speed, but this star was intentionally placed in the sky by God to
guide the wise men to their location. As they moved and travelled,
so did the star, until they finally came to the place where God had
brought forth the light of the world - our great hope - Jesus. The
purpose of this star was to announce the coming of the messiah, so
just as quickly as this star appeared, it was gone again. But we don’t
need a special light anymore, because the great light of the world
has come!
ACTIVITY
Add a light to your nativity scene. You can add a small, batterypowered candle, a real candle or you can get extra creative and
make a potato light! For instructions, check out this website: https://
science.howstuffworks.com/innovation/everyday-innovations/howto-make-potato-powered-light-bulb.htm?
utm_source=email&utm_medium=share&utm_campaign=hsw_shar
e
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FRIDAY, DECEMBER 4
READ
Read Numbers 24:17

REFLECT
Light is very important in the Bible and we often associate light
with God, so it only makes sense that God would use a special light
to announce the birth of His son. Isaiah 9:2 says “the people who
walked in darkness have seen a great light….” The wise men did
not just walk in darkness of nighttime; the darkness they walked in
is the same darkness that we all experience. Because of our sin, we
all walk in darkness. As spectacular as the star was, it was even
more spectacular that God was sending His own son to be the savior
that the world needed. Jesus Christ, the long-awaited messiah, came
into the world as a light that would overcome the darkness and offer
us salvation from our sin.
Jesus says in John 8:12 “I am the light of the world. Whoever
follows me will not walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.”
Why do you think Jesus is associated with light? What does it mean
to “walk in darkness”?
PRAY
Thank God for giving us the light of life: Jesus. Pray for someone
you know who is still walking in darkness.
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WEEK 2: PEACE
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MONDAY, DECEMBER 7
READ
Read Matthew 2:7-12
REFLECT
We don’t know for sure where the Wise Men came from, but we
know they had to travel from far away. The first thing the Bible says
they did when they saw Jesus was to fall down and worship him.
They did not understand who Jesus was, but they knew he was
worthy of being worshipped and they travelled a long way to be
able to behold the glory of God in human form. As a part of their
worship, they brought Jesus special gifts. These were not just any
gifts though; the gifts they gave Jesus were very special because
they were worth a lot of money. God knew Jesus’ family would
need those gifts. King Herod lied to the Wise Men when he said he
wanted to worship Jesus; he actually wanted to kill him. But God
had bigger plans and He used the Wise Men’s gifts to help Jesus and
his family escape. Even though the Wise Men did not fully
understand how important Jesus was, or that He was the Son of
God, they knew he was special and God used their worship to fulfill
His plan for Jesus’ life.
ACTIVITY
Using whatever materials you can find, make gifts to add to your
nativity scene. For example, you can fold paper to make small
boxes, or find candies in the shape of a box to add to a ginger bread
nativity.
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TUESDAY, DECEMBER 8
READ
Read Isaiah 60:3, Psalm 68:29
REFLECT
The Wise Men were amazed by the star they saw and followed it a
long way to find Jesus and worship him. They followed the light in
the sky to find the Light of Life (John 8:12), Jesus. We do not know
what nations the Wise Men were from, but we know they were not
from Israel. They probably did not know that as they were traveling
from so far to worship Jesus, they were fulfilling an Old Testament
prophecy. Around 700 years before Jesus was born, the prophet
Isaiah said that people from different nations would travel to see
Jesus. In Psalm 68, the Bible tells us that kings from other nations
would bring Jesus gifts. By following the star to find Jesus and
behold God’s glory, and by giving him their expensive gifts, the
Wise Men were fulfilling these prophesies and proving God’s Word
to be true.
What do you know to be true from the Bible? Re-read this week’s
key verse (Isaiah 9:6). What are the truths you find in this verse?
PRAY
Thank God for giving us the Bible so we can know Him and learn
the truth. Ask God to teach you more as you read through the Bible.
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THURSDAY, DECEMBER 10
READ
Read Luke 2:8-18

REFLECT
The shepherds had a very important job, but shepherds were not
liked by very many people. They were usually pretty smelly after
being in the fields with the sheep all night long. Taking care of
sheep is a hard job, but someone had to do it or the sheep would get
lost or attacked by predators. When these shepherds saw the angels
appear and heard God’s message, they were so amazed that they left
their sheep! Going as fast as they could, they went to see the baby
that the angels had told them about. After they saw Jesus, they
began telling people what they had been told by the angels: that this
baby is the Savior - the messiah for whom they had been waiting.
Nothing was more important to these shepherds than seeing their
savior and they wanted everyone to share in their joy at behold the
glory of God.

ACTIVITY
Make shepherd’s staffs to include in your nativity scene. Candy
canes are used to represent shepherds staffs in many Christmas
stories. Check out this website for a brief story about the inventor of
the candy cane and what it represents: https://
www.thebettermom.com/blog/2013/12/13/teach-about-jesus-withthe-legend-of-the-candy-cane
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FRIDAY, DECEMBER 11
READ
Read Psalm 67
REFLECT
The glory of the Lord shone around the shepherds in the fields that
night. It was so astounding that they were filled with fear! Even
though they were afraid, they heard the amazing message that a
savior had come to them at last. After they went to see Jesus, the
shepherds took this great news to the people around them and
shared with all the people about what they had seen. While the
Bible does not say the shepherds worshipped, we cannot help but
assume they did, especially since they were so eager to share with
everyone around about the savior who had come. The Wise Men
worshipped the savior whom they did not know about, but the
shepherds came to worship and celebrate the coming of a savior
they had awaited their whole lives. Worshipping God is only for
kings, wise men, or the rich people. All people are welcome to
worship God, to behold His glory, even - especially - the poor and
lowly.
How many similar words can you find in Psalm 67 and yesterday’s
passage (Luke 2:8-18)? Look for words such as “shine/shone”,
“savior/saving", “joy” and others. According to this Psalm, what
kinds of people will praise God?
PRAY
Thank God for allowing us to worship and praise Him! Ask God to
remind you throughout the day to give Him praise.
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