WEEK 3: LOVE
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MONDAY, DECEMBER 21
READ
Read Luke 2:1-7

REFLECT
This was the greatest gift in all the world: the long awaited Savior
had come. He did not bring with him armies or chariots, gold or
jewels. What he did bring was God’s gift of eternal love. This was
God’s only son, His greatest treasure, and His most beloved gift.
Christ did not come with bows or bells, He did not come wrapped in
royal robes or fancy linens. Instead, Christ was born in a lowly
manger, wrapped in strips of cloth and born to a woman of humble
means. But this was the perfect entrance for God’s greatest gift. A
humble savior sent to redeem a lost and lowly people. A savior sent
to redeem us.

ACTIVITY
Using materials from around your house, make a baby Jesus to add
to your nativity. Once you make a figure to be Jesus, cut a heart out
of paper and lay Jesus on the heart to represent God’s gift of love
sent to us in the form of Jesus.
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TUESDAY, DECEMBER 22
READ
Read Isaiah 9:6-7
REFLECT
A child would be born. Who was this child? It was Jesus, the son of
God, who came to be our Wonderful Counselor, our Mighty God,
our Everlasting Father, and our Prince of Peace. From the beginning
of time, all people and all of creation had been awaiting the coming
of this Savior. No one expected the astonishing news that the long
awaited Savior would come as a baby. The people were expecting a
king, someone who was mighty and full of authority. This was not
the king they expected, but he would absolutely and without a doubt
be the Savior they needed.
Think of examples from your life when Jesus exemplified these
names listed in Isaiah 9:6-7. List other names or qualities of God/
Jesus that you have experienced in your life.
PRAY
Praise God for sending the Savior we needed, rather than the king
we wanted. Thank God for knowing exactly what we need and
always providing for us.
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THURSDAY, DECEMBER 24
READ
Read Genesis 22:9-14

REFLECT
Why would a loving God ask a father to sacrifice his own son? If
we ask this question, we must also ask the question of why God
would sacrifice His own son? The answer is because of God’s love
for us. God loved us in this way, He sent His only son so that
whoever believes in him would not die but have eternal life (John
3:16). God’s love drove him to provide the sacrifice we needed:
Jesus, his one and only son whom he loved so dearly. But God does
not stop there. In sending Jesus the first time, God provided the
sacrifice for our sins that we desperately needed, but He promises
something even greater is to come.

ACTIVITY
As a family, watch the Christmas Eve service together. It will
stream live at 4PM on YouTube.
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FRIDAY, DECEMBER 25
READ
Read Revelation 21:3-5, 22:6, 22:20-21

REFLECT
We live in a world filled with sorrow and suffering, but God’s
greatest gift to us is His own presence in the form of Jesus Christ.
Christ came first as a baby. He would grow into the man who would
be sacrificed for our sins and he is coming back one day to bring
full and final healing to our broken world. This is the truest truth
and the greatest promise. This is why we have hope, this is where
our peace and joy come from, and this is the ultimate gift of love.
We wait with anticipation to behold the glory of God. Come, Lord
Jesus, come.
In what ways are you living as if you are waiting for Jesus to
return? How can you take what you have learned about Christmas
and Advent to share with those who are hurting and longing for a
rescuer?
PRAY
Praise God for showing us such great love by sending Jesus to be
our Savior. Ask Him to open your eyes to people around you who
need to know of His love, and to give you boldness to share God’s
love with them.
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